DRAMATIC INTERPRETATION

ROUND 


 SPEAKER CODE 





INSTRUCTIONS TO JUDGES
1. A serious program using material from ONE or more pieces (title) of prose, poetry, or drama (monologue is permitted). The title and author must be identified. This program may not have been used in forensic competition by the student prior to the current competitive season.

2. The presentation should be memorized. A speech that is not memorized will be accepted but ranked lower than memorized speeches.  Props, makeup, and costumes are not permitted. The contestants should be evaluated on poise, quality and use of voice, physical expression and, especially, the ability to interpret characters correctly and consistently. This allows full body movement (bending, kneeling, turning, minimal singing). The student should include an introduction which includes title and author of the piece.
3. The time limit for this event is ten (10) minutes, which will include audience reaction time. If the speaker goes over a 30-second grace period that contestant may not be awarded first place in the round. No minimum time limit.

Superior    Excellent 
    Average 
Unprepared

	INTRODUCTION and TRANSITION
	
	1
	2
	3
	4

	SUITABLE MATERIAL
	
	1
	2
	3
	4

	ABILITY TO KEEP CHARACTER
	
	1
	2
	3
	4

	CREATION OF MOOD/CHARACTERS
	
	1
	2
	3
	4

	VOLUME AND RATE
	
	1
	2
	3
	4

	POISE& PHYSICALIZATION
	
	1
	2
	3
	4

	TOTAL PROGRAM
	
	1
	2
	3
	4

	
	
	
	
	
	


RANK THIS ROUND 


1ST 

2ND 

3RD 

4TH 

5TH

No ties except for 5th place

Superior 
  Excellent 

  Average 
    Unprepared

RATE THIS SPEAKER 


20 19 18 
17 16 15 14 

13 12 11 10
        9 8 7

Ties are permitted

SPEAKING TIME __________________________

JUDGE _________________________ SCHOOL ______________________________

Please make specific comments about this speaker on the back of this ballot.

DUAL INTERPRETATION

ROUND 


 SPEAKER CODE 






INSTRUCTIONS TO JUDGES
1. A dual program using material from ONE or more selections of prose, poetry, or drama. The title(s) and author(s) must be identified. This program may not have been used in forensic competition by the student prior to the current competitive season. Multiple characters are acceptable.
2. The presentation should be memorized. A speech that is not memorized will be accepted but ranked lower than memorized speeches. Props, makeup, and costumes are not permitted. The contestants should be evaluated on poise, quality and use of voice, physical expression and, especially, the ability to interpret characters correctly and consistently. This allows full body movement (bending, kneeling, turning, minimal singing).  The student should include an introduction which includes title and author of the piece.
3. The two contestants will have off stage focus. Interaction (eye contact) may occur during the introduction/transition. There will be no physical contact.
4. The time limit for this event is ten (10) minutes, which will include audience reaction time. If the speaker goes over a 30-second grace period that contestant may not be awarded first place in the round. No minimum time limit.

  

 Superior    Excellent 
    Average 
Unprepared

	INTRODUCTION and TRANSITION
	
	1
	2
	3
	4

	SUITABLE MATERIAL
	
	1
	2
	3
	4

	ABILITY TO KEEP CHARACTER
	
	1
	2
	3
	4

	CREATION OF MOOD/CHARACTERS
	
	1
	2
	3
	4

	VOLUME AND RATE
	
	1
	2
	3
	4

	POISE& PHYSICALIZATION
	
	1
	2
	3
	4

	TOTAL PROGRAM
	
	1
	2
	3
	4


RANK THIS ROUND 


1ST 

2ND 

3RD 

4TH 

5TH

No ties except for 5th place

Superior 
  Excellent 

  Average 
    Unprepared

RATE THIS SPEAKER 


20 19 18 
17 16 15 14 

13 12 11 10
        9 8 7

Ties are permitted

SPEAKING TIME __________________________

JUDGE _________________________ SCHOOL ______________________________

Please make specific comments about this speaker on the back of this ballot.

EXPOSITORY SPEAKING

ROUND 


 SPEAKER CODE 






INSTRUCTIONS TO JUDGES
1. Expository (informative) speech is to describe, clarify, explain, and/or define an object, idea, concept, social institution, or process.
2. The speech must be the original work of the speaker. No more than one hundred fifty (150) words of quoted and/or paraphrased material may be included in the expository. This speech may not have been used in forensic competition by the student prior to the current competitive season.
3. Responsibility for choosing a worthwhile topic rests with the contestant. The use of humor will not be penalized. No costumes are allowed. Any visual aid should enhance, not be the focus of, the information presented. No Power Point presentations please.
4. Speech must be delivered extemporaneously, with or without the use of notes. The contestant will not be penalized for using notes or visual aids, unless they interfere with the ability to communicate with the audience.

5. The time limit for this event is eight (8) minutes. If the speaker goes over a 30-second grace period that contestant may not be awarded first place in the round. No minimum time limit.
Superior    Excellent 
    Average 
Unprepared

	WORTHWHILE TOPIC
	
	1
	2
	3
	4

	ORIGINAL APPROACH
	
	1
	2
	3
	4

	CLEAR COHERENT ORGANIZATION
	
	1
	2
	3
	4

	USE OF LANGUAGE
	
	1
	2
	3
	4

	USE OF VOICE
	
	1
	2
	3
	4

	USE OF BODILY ACTION
	
	1
	2
	3
	4


RANK THIS ROUND 


1ST 

2ND 

3RD 

4TH 

5TH

No ties except for 5th place

Superior 
  Excellent 

  Average 
    Unprepared

RATE THIS SPEAKER 


20 19 18 
17 16 15 14 

13 12 11 10
        9 8 7

Ties are permitted

SPEAKING TIME __________________________

JUDGE _________________________ SCHOOL ______________________________

Please make specific comments about this speaker on the back of this ballot.

HUMOROUS INTERPRETATION

ROUND 


 SPEAKER CODE 






INSTRUCTIONS TO JUDGES
1. A humorous program using material from only ONE or more pieces (title) of prose, poetry, or drama (monologue is permitted). The title and author must be identified. This program may not have been used in forensic competition by the student prior to the current competitive season.

2. The presentation should be memorized. A speech that is not memorized will be accepted but ranked lower than memorized speeches.  Props, makeup, and costumes are not permitted. The contestants should be evaluated on poise, quality and use of voice, physical expression and, especially, the ability to interpret characters correctly and consistently. This allows full body movement (bending, kneeling, turning, minimal singing).  The student should include an introduction which includes title and author of the piece.
3. The time limit for this event is ten (10) minutes, which will include audience reaction time. If the speaker goes over a 30-second grace period that contestant may not be awarded first place in the round. No minimum time limit.
Superior    Excellent 
    Average 
Unprepared

	INTRODUCTION and TRANSITION
	
	1
	2
	3
	4

	SUITABLE MATERIAL
	
	1
	2
	3
	4

	ABILITY TO KEEP CHARACTER
	
	1
	2
	3
	4

	CREATION OF MOOD/CHARACTERS
	
	1
	2
	3
	4

	VOLUME AND RATE
	
	1
	2
	3
	4

	POISE& PHYSICALIZATION
	
	1
	2
	3
	4

	TOTAL PROGRAM
	
	1
	2
	3
	4

	
	
	
	
	
	


RANK THIS ROUND 


1ST 

2ND 

3RD 

4TH 

5TH

No ties except for 5th place

Superior 
  Excellent 

  Average 
    Unprepared

RATE THIS SPEAKER 


20 19 18 
17 16 15 14 

13 12 11 10
        9 8 7

Ties are permitted

SPEAKING TIME __________________________

JUDGE _________________________ SCHOOL ______________________________

Please make specific comments about this speaker on the back of this ballot.

ORATORY

ROUND 


 SPEAKER CODE 






INSTRUCTIONS TO JUDGES
Although many orations deal with a current problem and propose a solution, you are expressly reminded that this is NOT the only acceptable form of oratory. The oration may simply alert the audience to a threatening danger, strengthen its devotion to an accepted cause, or eulogize a person. Give the orator free choice of subject and judge him/her solely on the effectiveness of its development and presentation. The composition should be considered carefully for its rhetoric and diction. The use of appropriate figures of speech, similes and metaphors, balanced sentences, allusions, and other rhetorical devices should be noted especially, as they enhance the effectiveness of the oration. Use of English should be more than correct; it should reveal a discriminating choice of words and altogether fine literary qualities. It should be specially adapted to oral presentation. Delivery should be judged for mastery of the mechanics of speech; poise, quality, and use of voice and bodily expressiveness; and for the qualities of directness and sincerity.

1. The presentation should be memorized.
2. The speech must be the original work of the speaker. No more than 150 words of quoted and/or paraphrased material may be included in the oration; and must be so designated in the manuscript. This speech may not have been used in forensic competition by the student prior to the current competitive season.  No props or visual aids are allowed.
3. A copy of the oration must be available from the student upon judge's request.
4. The time limit for this event is ten (10) minutes. If the speaker goes over a 30-second grace period that contestant may not be awarded first place in the round. No minimum time limit.
Superior    Excellent 
    Average 
Unprepared

	SINCERETY/DIRECTNESS

	
	1
	2
	    3
	4

	RHETORIC/DICTION

	
	1
	2
	    3
	4

	PERSUASIVENESS

	
	1
	2
	    3
	4

	CLEAR/COHERENT
 ORGANIZATION
	
	1
	2
	    3
	4

	EFFECTIVE USE OF VOICE
	
	1
	2
	    3
	4

	USE OF BODY ACTION
	
	1
	2
	    3
	4

	
	
	
	
	
	


RANK THIS ROUND 


1ST 

2ND 

3RD 

4TH 

5TH

No ties except for 5th place

Superior 
  Excellent 

  Average 
    Unprepared

RATE THIS SPEAKER 


20 19 18 
17 16 15 14 

13 12 11 10
        9 8 7

Ties are permitted

SPEAKING TIME __________________________

JUDGE _________________________ SCHOOL ______________________________

Please make specific comments about this speaker on the back of this ballot.

EDITORIAL COMMENTARY
ROUND 


 SPEAKER CODE 






INSTRUCTIONS TO JUDGES
1. This is a scripted (un-memorized) speech that is intended to be an analysis of a news event rather than a running synopsis of the news or a contemporary issue.
2. Speakers will read the manuscript from a seated position.

3. The script should be timed to end between 1:45 and 2:00 minutes. Any speaker ending before 1:45 or after 2:00 minutes shall be ranked one score lower.
Superior    Excellent 
    Average 
Unprepared

	STRONG THESIS
	
	1
	2
	3
	4

	RHETORIC/DICTION
	
	1
	2
	3
	4

	PERSUASIVENESS
	
	1
	2
	3
	4

	CLEAR/COHERENT ORGANIZATION
	
	1
	2
	3
	4

	EFFECTIVE USE OF VOICE
	
	1
	2
	3
	4

	DIRECTNESS
	
	1
	2
	3
	4

	
	
	
	
	
	


RANK THIS ROUND 


1ST 

2ND 

3RD 

4TH 

5TH

No ties except for 5th place

Superior 
  Excellent 

  Average 
    Unprepared

RATE THIS SPEAKER 


20 19 18 
17 16 15 14 

13 12 11 10
        9 8 7

Ties are permitted

SPEAKING TIME __________________________

JUDGE _________________________ SCHOOL ______________________________

Please make specific comments about this speaker on the back of this ballot.

IMPROMPTU SPEAKING
ROUND 


 SPEAKER CODE 






INSTRUCTIONS TO JUDGES
1. A good impromptu speaker will discuss intelligently and with adequate speaking skills his/her chosen topic.  Each contestant will have a different choice of topics.

2. Contestant has six (6) minutes to choose one of three topics, organize thoughts and speak on the chosen topic.  No notes may be prepared or used.  Speaker must identify the chosen topic as part of introduction.

3. Time limit: preparation and speaking time shall be a total of six (6) minutes.  Contestants may use the time as they wish.  If the speaker goes over a 30-second grace period, that contestant may not be awarded first place in the round.  The contestant must speak for at least one minute.

4. Time signals must be given by the judge: oral signals at 30-second intervals for preparation time and hand signals for the remaining minutes. 
Superior    Excellent 
    Average 
Unprepared

	ADHERENCE TO TOPIC
	
	1
	2
	3
	4

	GENERAL KNOWLEDGE OF AREA
	
	1
	2
	3
	4

	ORIGNIALITY/INSIGHT
	
	1
	2
	3
	4

	CLEAR/COHERENT ORGANIZATION
	
	1
	2
	3
	4

	EFFECTIVE USE OF VOICE
	
	1
	2
	3
	4

	CONVINCING SPEAKER
	
	1
	2
	3
	4

	
	
	
	
	
	


RANK THIS ROUND 


1ST 

2ND 

3RD 

4TH 

5TH

No ties except for 5th place

Superior 
  Excellent 

  Average 
    Unprepared

RATE THIS SPEAKER 


20 19 18 
17 16 15 14 

13 12 11 10
        9 8 7

Ties are permitted

SPEAKING TIME __________________________

JUDGE _________________________ SCHOOL ______________________________

Please make specific comments about this speaker on the back of this ballot.

CHILDREN’S STORYBOOK
ROUND 


 SPEAKER CODE 






INSTRUCTIONS TO JUDGES
1. The purpose of this event is to interpret a child’s storybook.

2. The speaker is seated and the story is read as if reading to a group of children.

3. Speaker should have and introduction (which is included in the time limit.)

4. The time limit for this event is six (6) minutes at which time they will be stopped.  Speaker is NOT penalized for not finishing a story.  Points are determined by performance up to that point.  Likewise,  speaker is also not penalized for being under 6 minutes.

Topic Chosen: 






Superior    Excellent 
    Average 
Unprepared

	INTRODUCTION AND TRANSITIONS


	
	1
	2
	3
	4

	RE-CREATION OF SCENE/MOOD


	
	1
	2
	3
	4

	ABILITY TO CREATE/MAINTAIN CHARACTERS


	
	1
	2
	3
	4

	EFFECTIVE USE OF VOICE


	
	1
	2
	3
	4

	POISE/POSTURE
	
	1
	2
	3
	4


RANK THIS ROUND 


1ST 

2ND 

3RD 

4TH 

5TH

No ties except for 5th place

Superior 
  Excellent 

  Average 
    Unprepared

RATE THIS SPEAKER 


20 19 18 
17 16 15 14 

13 12 11 10
        9 8 7

Ties are permitted

SPEAKING TIME __________________________

JUDGE _________________________ SCHOOL ______________________________

Please make specific comments about this speaker on the back of this ballot.

Spontaneous Argument Ballot

Division __________ Round _____ Judge _______________

	Aff. School and Name

____________________________

Circle Rating:  30 Amazing 29 Superb  28 Excellent


           27 Very Good 26 Good 25 Decent


           24 Okay  23 Fair  22 Improve
	Neg. School and Name

____________________________

Circle Rating:  30 Amazing 29 Superb  28 Excellent


           27 Very Good 26 Good 25 Decent


           24 Okay  23 Fair  22 Improve


I vote for the ________ (Aff. or Neg.) from _______________  Low Point Win? _______
Judge’s Signature  ___________________________  Judge’s School  _____________

Please do not disclose results in the round.

Spontaneous Argumentation (also known as SPAR) is a brief ten-minute debate performed without preparation on a subject of interest, usually light in nature.  The format will be as follows:  1-minute preparation period for a 2-minute affirmative constructive speech followed by a 1-minute cross-examination by the negative.  This is followed by a 1-minute preparation period for a 2-minute negative constructive speech followed by a 1-minute cross-examination period by the affirmative.  Both speakers will then be allowed a 1-minute rebuttal without preparation.

GIVE COMMENTS TO EACH DEBATER:  WRITE 2 THINGS THEY DID WELL AND 2 THINGS THEY NEED TO IMPROVE ON.  STATE REASONS WHY YOU VOTED THE WAY YOU DID.
